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Rockwall High School received $3,000 from AFA 416 for use in developing 
a new “Solar Car” program.  The picture above is a rendition the students 
have designed.  According to Leslie Reese, teacher leading project and past 

AFA416 Teacher of the Year said the following: “The students have spent several 
weeks learning about solar energy and batteries as energy storage.  We went 
through the different design choices for the car.  We have also designed it in 
SolidWorks (a software program).  Students are assembling the chassis and cutting 
out the body this week.  Students will solder the electrical system next week.  The 
goal is to have the car running by 8 April.  That gives us 2 weeks of testing before 
the big race.  Race day is April 22 at Fair park. 
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Calendar 

2017 
APRIL 15: Spring Thing Banquet 

MAY Delayed: Bonham Veterans Visit 
10: Chapter Meeting              

JUNE 14: Chapter Meeting 

JULY No meetings or activities 

AUGUST 3-6:  Host AFA State Mtg (Gvl) 
9: Chapter Meeting 

SEPTEMBER 
13: Chapter Meeting      
15-17: AFA Nat'l Convention    
30: Golf Thing Fundraiser 

OCTOBER 11: Chapter Meeting 

NOVEMBER 
4: Bonham Vets Visit 
7-10: (Tent)TAMU Vets Vigil  
8: Chapter Meeting 

DECEMBER 13: Chapter Meeting               

2018 

JANUARY No meetings or activities 

FEBRUARY 14: Chapter Meeting 
TBD: Spring Thing Banquet 

MARCH 8: Chapter Meeting 
16-18: State Meeting (Aggieland) 

  

* Meeting schedule is subject to change to 
best meet needs of day/night meetings. 
Please see e-mails that will come out 
referencing day/time of future meetings. 

 

 
Terry Thomas, VP Community Partners for 

both AFA Texas and Chapter 416 delivers 

his report at the AFA Texas State meeting 

held in Austin on 25 March 2016.  AFA TX 

President Bob Gehbauer is in foreground. 

ROCKWALL – HEATH 

CYBERPATRIOT (CP) 

From: Jeff Burkham (Teacher & Coach) 

 

The Rockwall-Heath CyberPatriot program 

has taken hold and is thriving with great 

results at Rockwall-Heath High School.  

According to Jeff Burkham, teacher and 

coach at the school, “We are in fact 

accelerating our CP program. I have five 

teams set up already for next year. We begin 

training for CP X this month.  I’m also 

training mentors and assistants for this fall. 

 

He went on to report, “In 2016, our first 

year, the four teams did very well. In fact, 

some CP students used that experience to 

become the STATE CHAMPIONS in 

Network Design in Business Professionals 

of America (BPA). The state judges were 

flabbergasted that of the nine finalist teams, 

these RHHS students were the only ones 

that had zero Cisco courses … all the other 

teams had at least one, and usually two or 

more years of network training at their 

magnet STEM school.  RHHS beat them all!  

They are going to the Nationals representing 

Texas in May, at Orlando, FL.  They also 

are the first National reps and the first Texas 

Champions in any event ever, in BPA, from 

RHHS.  CP introduction to Cisco in CP 

was key, in particular the Packet Tracer”. 
 

“We also had one of the top Cisco people in 

the Texas CPs, a girl who is a senior and not 

part of BPA.  She mostly taught herself in 

November with CP resources.  She is now 

obtaining her professional certifications 

before graduation this June, as a result”. 

 

AFA Chapter 416 is pleased to have 

sponsored the four RHHS teams and to have 

provided them shirts for competitions.  We 

look forward to hearing more about the 

successes of students and their 

accomplishments. 
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Terry Thomas was shocked Thursday after being named 
2016 Worthy Citizen of Greenville. 

WORTHY CITIZEN AWARD 

Terry Thomas is the AFA Chapter416, VP 

Community Partners, and as you will see, 

well thought of in our area. Enough cannot 

be said for the work he does in the 

community.  The award received here befits 

his efforts tremendously!  Congrats Terry! 

 

From the Greenville, Herald Banner 

February 2017 

 

Terry Thomas, center, was presented with 

the plaque naming him as the 2016 Worthy 

Citizen by Roselyn Lane, left, and Larry 

Green Jr during Thursday's Greenville 

Chamber/Board of Development Annual 

Banquet  

To say Terry Thomas was surprised 

Thursday to be named as the 2016 Worthy 

Citizen of Greenville would be an 

understatement.  

“I am shocked,” Thomas said as he stepped 

up to the platform to accept the award and 

receive congratulations from presenters 

Roselyn Lane and Larry Green Jr.  

“Does the Board know what they did?” 

Thomas asked 

Lane and Green teased out Thomas’s 

qualifications for the honor before 

announcing his name.  
Thomas retired from the Air Force after 

almost 25 year, including two tours of duty 

in Vietnam and was employed at E-

Systems/Raytheon and retired from L-3. 

Thomas has been involved in a plethora of 

activities, organizations and events; 

including the Bob Wills Fiddle Festival, the 

Downtown Stroll, the GMA Seat Campaign, 

the Air Force Association Golf Thing and 

the American Cancer Society Golf 

Tournament for the past 27 years. 

Thomas has been a Greenville Chamber of 

Commerce Lead Ambassador, the chair of 

the Greenville Tourism Board, vice-chair of 

the Greenville Board of Development and is 

active in the Knights of Columbus. 

  

Thomas is currently employed as Director of 

Sales for the Helm Hotels Group. 

“This is incredible,” Thomas said of the 

distinction, noting that he is aware of so 

many people who could have been chosen 

for the award. “So many I think are more 

deserving than me, honestly.” 

Thomas thanked several people in 

attendance, including his close friend Dr. 

Jerry Ransom, and gave the most credit to 

his wife, Vicki Neese-Thomas. 

“Behind every successful man is a great 

woman,” Thomas is the 80th person to be 

named as a Worthy Citizen in the 69 year 

history of the award. 
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COMMERCE ROBOTICS 
By Tom Bailey: AFA 416 Member 

In mid-January2017 Chapter 416 of the 
Air Force Association (AFA) donated $5000 to 
the Commerce High School Robotics Team.  
That, in addition to $1500 the chapter donated 
to the Commerce Middle School for computer 
system upgrades.  $6500 for just one school 
district in the chapter’s region of Northeast 
Texas; Why? 

Commerce is a small community with 
many low-income families but charity was not a 
factor in this decision.  One of the chapter's 
missions is to support interest and capabilities 
in science, technology, and mathematics 
(STEM).  Robotics is an ideal tool to provide high 
school students a grounding in these disciplines.  
Best of all, if a student gets interested in 
robotics, they are exposed to all this because 
they want to be — not because someone is 
pushing them. 

We live in a technology driven society 
and it's important to expose students to the 
advantages and details technological systems in 
the classroom.  Robotics has the potential to 
expose students to every aspect of STEM 
curriculum.  In addition, they develop hands-on 
experience in solving real world technical 
problems.  Robots are assembled from kits and 
instructions are provided but students must 
also be creative in their construction depending 
on the purpose of the robot. 

After the robot is assembled and tested, 
it is put into action in competitive events. 
During that process weaknesses in the assembly 
are exposed and students have to create 
solutions to prevent the re-occurrence of these 
issues. Also flaws in design and construction are 
exposed and as students work to resolve those 
issues. they are able to hone their ability to 
collaborate and solve problems in a team 
environment. 

The CHS Robotics Club was begun the 
beginning of the 2016 -2017 school year by Mr. 
Earvin Larry, the school business instructor, 
with a vision and desire and little else. By 
scrounging castoffs from other schools and 
Texas A&M University-Commerce, and 

attracting seven interested students, they got 
started

 
Five members of the CHS Robotics Team watch the 
competition robot emerge from a kit to reality. With hands 
on are Jackson Smith, Joseph Yang, and Ty Lewis. Standing 
are Edward Johnson and Vineet Nippani. 

The Chapter 416 grant helped open the 
door to make the start-up vision reality.  Among 
their first projects was the assembly and test 
runs of their robots. They quickly discovered 
that the basic design was easily tipped over.  
Although the robot can easily restore itself, it 
takes time that would be important in a 
competition.  

“We added little post supports ahead 
and behind the wheels to stabilize it,” Joseph 
Yang, a junior at CHS, said.  “But to install them, 
we needed to expand the length of the body.  
Both helped, but our beginning robots are still a 
little unstable.  The newer ones we got with 
your grant are bigger and better.  We designed 
a center wheel for one of our new robots to 
enable it to move sideways or turn in a 360-
degree circle in either direction without going in 
any direction.  Getting it in exactly right place 
took some doing, but we got it” added Ty Lewis, 
also a junior, as he demonstrated the robot’s 
ability. 

The team was hard at work redesigning 
the grabber and lengthening the robot arm to 
“pick up even larger objects than the 4-inch 
diameter soft ball we can now,” explained 
Jackson Smith.  Coming are their own designs to 
better fit a set of performance requirements, a 
process that will use STEM technologies.  After 
that, the sky is the limit. 
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AFA National News and Information 

AFA 70 for 70—This campaign is going strong by highlighting 70 diverse heroes that make 

up our Air Force family—including those who have served past and present, families, 

community supporters and anyone who has shown a commitment to make our Air Force great.  

Our newest recipient is Congresswomen and retired Air Force Lt Col Martha McSally.  

AFA Breakfast Series—AFA plans to upgrade our monthly breakfast series this summer.  In 

the meantime, we have a great line-up of speakers.  This week, we will host Lt Gen Arnie Bunch, 

Military Deputy, and Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition.  Next 

month we will host General Paul Silva, Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Airman for Life Merchandise— Polo shirts with “Airman for Life” messages on them!  

Please visit our Hangar Store in the AFA web page (www.afa.org), click on the male or 
female icons on the bottom right of the site, select the royal blue color, and then select the 
"Airman for Life logo for dark colors." You can also add the AFL logo as an option to other 
logo-friendly clothing options as well. 

Wounded Airmen Indoor Cycling Challenge—we are excited to announce this annual event 

to raise money for Wounded Airmen and Family Programs.  This inaugural event will be held on 

May 20, 2017 at Cyclebar in Arlington VA.  If you are a cycling enthusiast and want to 

participate in one of two spin-classes, please join us.  If not, we invite you to sponsor one of our 

cyclists.  Our goal is to raise $500 for each cyclist. 

 

You can find a great deal of information on the www.AFA.org website.  Please 
take some time to review the emails you receive as well as look at AFA issues and 
events to see if you find something you are interested in or to make yourself more 

“aware” for your next conversation opportunity! 
 

 

http://www.tmgwebstores.com/thehangar/
http://www.afa.org/
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Community Partners 
Aerway 
Alliance Bank, Greenville 
American National Bank, Greenville 
Apex Supply Company 
Bakers Ribs, Greenville 
Best Western Plus, Greenville 
Bob Tedford Chevrolet Company 
Brass Rail 
Britain Chevrolet/Cadillac 
Calico Cat 
Celeste Jr High School Library 
Checkmate Embroidery (Rockwall) 
City Of Greenville Airport 
Coker-Mathews Funeral Home 
Collin Street Bakery 
Commerce Ind School District 
CORE In Rockwall 
Cotton Patch Café – Greenville 
Crumpton TV  Video 
Cup And Saucer 
D. Earls Tax Company 
Dairy Manor Bed  Breakfast 
Danny Keene Enterprises 
Debbie Sickels “Young Essential Oils 
Discount Wheel  Tire 
Employee Solutions 
Earnie’s BBQ Inc. 
Eyecare And Laser Management; 
Dr. Holly Fisher-Britt (Rockwall) 
Family Vision Center 
Flight Of The Phoenix 
Aviation Museum 
Fritz Industries 
Smith Family Dentistry 

 - Kyle Smith D.D.S. 
Gentle Dental 
Gibson Automotive 

 
 
 
 

Thanks for your Support! 
 
Golden Eagle Flight Training 
Greenville Floral and Gift 
Greenville ISD 
Greenville Trophies  Awards 
Hardmetal Solutions Inc 
HIC Hospitality Inc. 
Holiday Inn Express, Greenville 
Hunt Regional Medical Center 
Innovation First 
Jerry J Ransom Properties 
Jj Sass Imprints 
Kincy Abstract  Sabine Title 
L3 Mission Integration Division 
Lakepoint Advisory Group 

Reid Johnson 
Law Offices Of Morgan  Gotcher 
Leinart Construction 
Murray – Feuille Trust 
Office Solutions 
Platinum graphics 
Nissan Of Greenville 
R H Wensel Enterprises 
Sander’s Barber Shop 
Scott-Singleton  Fincher 
Servpro 
Shenaniganz 
Sierra Nevada Corporation 
Splash Kingdom Water Parks 
Texas AM Commerce 
The Tarpley Agencies 
Tim Drake Jewelers 
Tobacco Path 
Two Senoritas Mexican Restaurant 
United Real Estate- 
Lloyd Bly, Realtor® 
Webb Hill Country Club 
 

Black highlighted names are 
new CPs to our Chapter.  Thank 
you all! 
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Presidents Ponderings 
Vance Clarke 

 
AF Chapter 416 members and those reading these “ponderings” – 
Greetings!  We are blessed to have so much we have been able to 
contribute to and to see such tremendous results from in our area 
because of what chapter members, and our Community Partners, do. 
 
By belonging, you are making a difference.  Please, keep your membership 
up and know that we appreciate you.  Membership in AFA has consistently 
dropped for many years, and our chapter has held fairly steady but has lost 

40 members in the past year.  Without member support, we cannot accomplish as much locally 
in the community or nationally for our Airmen and Air Force.  Please, check your membership 
and renew or if not a member – sign up now!  Today you can get a one-year E-membership for 
only $15 by using the promo-code “70for70”.  Look forward to seeing you on our roster! 
 
My membership is due for renewal in May.  Why do I stay?  First, I like the magazine and the 
information I glean from it.  That is a simple reason and alone worth the $55 annual or $110 
three-year option (which I take advantage of -I like to save a little money!).  Second, I believe 
the national organization is working hard to Educate, Advocate, and Support for our Airmen 
and Air Force.  This is a noble cause and one that helps us all remain free.  Third, being a 
member lets me know that I am contributing in a small way and lets those doing the heavy 
lifting know I am backing them.  That I believe is the primary reason to be a member – to allow 
those working hard for the issues to have someone to support! 
 
However, I would say what touches me the most is what we have been able to do locally.  That 
inspires me most.  On the page 2 (RHHS CyberPatriot), you will see that by supporting 
CyberPatriot we have made a difference.  That national program provides specific learning 
opportunities for students and has obvious results from what Jeff Burkam has shared with us. 
 
You also saw on the cover that we have students working with solar technology and they are 
going to race their design on 22 April.  What a thrill!  You are part of this through your 
membership. 
 
On 15 April, we will celebrate at our “Spring Thing” Banquet.  We will recognize our Teacher of 
the Year, three essay winners who we will present $2,225 of scholarships to, as well as 
recognize our Civil Air Patrol Cadet of the year.  Wish you all could be there to see the joy, the 
excitement, and to feel the sense of accomplishment. 
 
I hope you are inspired, and that you will retain your membership, start a new one, or just 
donate to a good cause.  I am glad you are there!  We are doing our best to make a difference. 
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Thank You Community Partners! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NORTHEAST TEXAS CHAPTER 416 
Air Force Association 
PO Box 8633 
Greenville, TX  75404-8633 
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